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NORTH DEVON
Areas of Outstanding

Natural Beauty

Small Grants for Sustainable Development: Guidance Notes (2022)

Before you start filling in the Application Form please read the Fund’s priorities and

assessment criteria below and consider whether your project will meet them: -

SDF Priorities

e Further the North Devon AONB’s purposes and support an action in the 2019-
2024 Management or Delivery Plan

e Have the support and involvement of communities within the North Devon AONB

e and/or Raise awareness of, understanding of and access to the AONB by
residents, visitors or groups who have not engaged with the AONB area

e and/or respond to the Devon Climate Declaration by reducing carbon emissions
or adapting to climate change (see principles and list of possible actions at:
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate-declaration/ )

e Share best practice, innovation or results

e Be completed by the end of January 2023

Assessment Criteria
Your project will be assessed against the following criteria:
e supports a policy and/or action from the 2019 - 2024 AONB
Management/Delivery Plan
¢ has community support, engagement or benefit to a community
e demonstrates value for money
(Projects requesting over £500 grant also need to demonstrate innovation, match
funding and a longer-term benefit or legacy).

Project Delivery

You need to prove you are able to deliver the project so please make sure:

You have planned your project carefully

You have consulted with other local groups and organisations

You have involved all potential partners

You are sure that no other group is doing the same thing already

That you have told us who will do all the work involved in carrying out your

project

¢ That you have identified and addressed any requirements due to Coronavirus
restrictions

Guidance on the Application Form Questions — ALL Questions Must Be Answered

1 This is a working title, so please select one that can be used in publicity and will tell
others what your project is about.

2 We need the name of the Applicant and organisation or, if an individual, the Applicant’s
name and an alternative contact person and number. All group applicants (not
individuals) must have a formal constitution to show who the responsible officers are


https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate-declaration/

and that there is a general agreement of purpose for the group. This may be requested
before any grant is released. For-profit businesses must demonstrate a community
benefit from the project.

a) This should be a brief description of your project. It needs to be a summary of the
project’s aims, what the money will be spent on and how you will deliver the project.
We need to know where your project is within the AONB or how it benefits the AONB
if it is not within the designated area. Please include a map if your project relates to
a specific site. What will remain once the project is complete, what kinds of impact will
it have and what makes it sustainable?

b) We need to know about ownership and that all permissions have been obtained. Is
there a lease? (How many years remain?) Have you obtained all the permissions you
require to carry out the project? (e.g. planning permission, landowner’s consent,
Local Authority or Environment Agency consent)

a) Projects must be completed by the end of January 2023. Tell us about timescales
or milestones and staff/volunteer responsibilities to meet these. We need to know what
the measurable results of your project will be - what the project will be seen to have
done, who will benefit from it or how many events you will hold etc. We want to know
how many volunteers will be involved and how many volunteer days will be spent on
the project to demonstrate your contribution or the involvement of local people.

b) The Panel will assess whether a project is safe to proceed and you may be asked to
produce a risk assessment as a condition of the grant offer. It is essential that you
answer this question in relation to Government advice on Coronavirus at the time of
your application.

c) Please describe how you will promote the project, i.e. will you be putting up flyers
locally, getting the press involved, social media, an event etc. We would draw your
attention to the Fund’s publicity requirements which are available on our website and
must be followed or the grant may be withdrawn. Please explain how you will raise
awareness of the AONB and acknowledge the SDF grant as part of your project.

Please explain, using the checklist, how your project will deliver against one or more
of the priorities, objectives or actions from the North Devon Coast Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan and annual Delivery Plan.

Please provide a detailed breakdown of the proposed expenditure for the project.
Project management includes your/colleagues/volunteers’ time to oversee and
administer the project (usually in-kind). Paid for work should detail the contractor, fee
and time/product for example, design, printing or practical work. ‘In kind’ means work
carried out on the project in a voluntary capacity or donated goods/services. The value
of ‘in-kind’ work is £10 per hour for general work, £20 per hour for skilled work and
£50 per hour for professional work associated with the project. (If you are in any doubt,
please contact the SDF co-ordinator).

Most organisations (including public bodies and parish councils) can request up to 75%
of the total project cost from the AONB Fund, up to a maximum grant of £4000.
Applications from businesses can be up to 50% of the total costs and must include
some cash match funding.

a) We need to know if your project is stand-alone or linked to other projects that
might be going on. This also tells us if you have researched your project, do you
have the support of the community, and is there evidence of need/demand?

b) Please list sources and status of all other funding applications.

(& 10) Subsidy Control

a) From 1 January 2021, all UK public authorities are subject to international subsidy
control measures, replacing the previous state aid rules under the EU. Any new grant
funding or central governmental programmes introduced from this date will need to


https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/resources/north-coast-aonb-management-plan-2019-2024
https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/resources/north-coast-aonb-management-plan-2019-2024

account for and carry out reporting in relation to:
e World Trade Organisation (WTO)
e UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA)
e Northern Ireland Protocol (NIP)

b) While measures within a given programme may intend to deliver desirable
environmental objectives, they may also have a commercial context for the recipient
and with it the potential to distort competition by providing an economic advantage
to a specific economic undertaking.

c) Under the TCA, subsidies where the total amount granted to a single economic
actor is equal to or above 325,000 euros Special Drawing Rights over any period of
three fiscal years, must be reported to the UK Government to report to the EU.

d) Any subsidy awarded to you under this offer letter will be relevant if you wish to
apply or have applied for any other aid under Special Drawing Rights. The AONB
team will monitor the SDF grant and provide an annual return to Defra.

e) You must retain your offer letter and the Terms and Conditions for 3 years from
the date of the offer letter and produce it on request by the UK government. Note
you may need to keep this information for longer than three years for other
purposes.

f) Further information is available at: -
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-
obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities/technical-guidance-
on-the-uks-international-subsidy-control-commitments
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